THOMAS JEFFERSON
1743-1826

One of the greatest figures of the American Revolu-
tion was Thomas Jefferson. His father was Peter
Jefferson, a Virginian surveyor and member of the
House of Burgesses, who married a Miss Randolph, a
young lady of a prominent Virginian family, and to
them baby Thomas was born on April 13, 1743.

Thomas must have been a bright boy. He was cer-
tainly a very bright young man, for although he was not
yet twenty when he left the College of William and Mary
at Williamsburg, where he had completed his education,
he could understand and speak French, Latin and
Greek, as well as being a clever mathematician. He
was, indeed, to become one of the cleverest men in
America., for unlike the majority of people, he did not
stop learning when he left school. He went on teaching
himself, and presently added Spanish, Italian, and a
little German to his list of languages. But that was not
all. So many things interested this young American that
it is a wonder he found time for them amid all the other
duties of his life. He studied zoology and botany and
distinguished himself in both sciences, he excelled at
sports, he was an accomplished musician, and in time
he became the foremost architect in America.

With so many accomplishments, so many interests to
occupy his hours, one would think that Thomas Jeffer-
son had no time for other work, but these pursuits might
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